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Eastern 

Massasauga 

Sistrurus 

catenates catenates 

The Eastern Massasauga 
(Sistrurus catenatus catenatus) 
probably occurred in the HSA, 
although material evidence supporting 
this occurrence is lacking. There is a 
photographic record, however, the 
origins of this specimen have been 
questioned. Nonetheless, there is a 
large body of anecdotal information 
that suggests that it once did occur 
within the HSA. 

In prehistoric times this species 
did occur in this area. Karrow (1987) 
reported on fossil finds on the 
Westdale plant behind the Hamilton 
Bar (Burlington Heights) and listed 
Sistrurus sp. as one of the fossil 
snakes found of supposed Iroquois 
age (ca. 12,000 years ago). This 
species was almost certainly 
catenatus, although the fossil could be 
of some extinct species of Sistrurus. 

Campbell (1976) stated that 
catenatus was common about Dundas 
in the 1790's based on Bull (1938). 


However, in Bull (1938), the 
reference is actually to Dundas Street, 
not the town of Dundas. Bull (1938) 
was referring to the diary of Mrs. 
John Graves Simcoe from 1792-1796 
(Robertson 1911), She wrote about 
the occurrence of rattlesnakes along 
the north shore of Lake Ontario when 
Dundas Street was being built from 
"the head of the lake" (Hamilton) to 
the River La Tranche. The reference 
by Campbell (1976) may be the 
source of the report by Ecologistics 
(1976), where it was stated that the 
Massasauga Rattlesnake was plentiful 
along the Dundas Marsh (Cootes 
Paradise) in early settlement days. 

There; are a few references to 
rattlesnakes in the Illustrated 
Historical Atlas of the County of 
Wentworth (Page & Smith 1875). One 
passage (p.4) described the hazards 
men faced along a road through 
Wentworth County leading to 
Niagara: 

Often these brave men were 
chased by packs of hungry, 
howling wolves, and many a 
time that loathsome reptile 
the rattlesnake has stood up 
menacingly in their way. 

Another passage (p.10) described 


survey work in Beverly Township in 
the summer of 1797: 

The Stegman Survey was a 
very incomplete one and very 
carelessly done. This survey 
extended no further along the 
8th Concession than the cedar 
swamp, a part of the well- 
known Beverly Swamp. Here, 
finding the swamp full of 
water and having the terror of 
rattlesnakes besides being 
tormented by myriads of 
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mosquitoes, they turned back 
and reported to the 
government that the work was 
done. 

Another section (p. 15) described the 
conditions at the original settlement of 
Hamilton: 

The site of Hamilton was 
originally covered with a 
dense growth of tall, rank, 
Indian Grass.., Tire country 
between the mountain and the 
bay was cut here and there 
with deep ravines and dotted 
with patches of swamp or 
swale, a favorite haunt of 
quails, rattlesnakes and 
frogs... The Indian Grass 
already mentioned is very 
hard to exterminate. The roots 
are numerous, long and 
fibrous, making the sod very 
tough and impenetrable to a 
plow-share. Rattlesnakes 
haunted this long grass. 

Obviously rattlesnakes were of great 
concern to the early settlers as they 
were frequently referred to. However, 
the species that was being observed is 
unknown. It is likely that the 
Massasauga was the species that was 
being observed in the swamp areas. 

Yates (1889), in an anecdotal 
report on the snakes of old Lincoln 
County (western half in HSA), wrote 
about rattlesnakes within the County. 
He wrote: 

It was therefore with 
surprise that, on settling in 
the County of Lincoln, 
Niagara District, we learned 
from old residents that 
venomous rattlesnakes still 
infested the borders of 


swamps and the banks of 
streams, and were not to be 
recklessly intruded upon. 
Although, fortunately, during 
the summer of our residence 
there, we never interviewed 
one of these dangerous 
ophidians in the course of our 
frequent rambles, it was 
demonstrated that they were 
far from extinct by the 
number of people one met, 
who had the almost 
indestructible memento, the 
caudal rattle of the horrid 
reptile in their possession, 
and kept it to exhibit to all 


who took an interest in such 
objects. A majority, too, of 
the inhabitants were very 
reluctant to travel along the 
forest paths after nightfall, 
and warned us to be very 
circumspect under certain 
conditions, and to be on the 
qui vive for the admonitory 
rattle. 

What chiefly renders the 
rattlesnake difficult of 
extinction in certain parts of 
the west is the presence of 
rocks on the earth's surface, 
whose fissures and crevices 
afford winter shelter and 
harbor, from which expulsion 


is an impossibility. 

This passage by Yates (1889) leaves 
no doubt that rattlesnakes were in 
Lincoln County. However, the species 
of rattlesnake that was being 
encountered is uncertain. The habitat 
given of swamps seems more 
indicative of the Massasauga, 
although Timber Rattlesnakes did 
occur in Lincoln county and could be 
the basis of most of the reports. It is 
probable that both species were 
present. Additionally it is uncertain if 
any of these rattlesnake references 
were from locations that were inside 
of the HSA. The last paragraph 
mentions certain parts of the west 
which could be a reference to western 
Lincoln County which would be 
within the HSA. However, it seems 
that this may be a reference to 
western North America. 

Later references to catenatus are 
very few indeed. Brown (1928) did 
not list any species of rattlesnake for 
Hamilton and district. However, 
Brown only listed those species that 
he had personally observed in the area 
and he mentioned two other "herp" 
species that were rumoured to occur 
but he did not identify them. Warren 
(1950) does not mention the 
occurrence of rattlesnakes at Cootes 
Paradise, nor does he state that they 
ever occurred there. However, a 
Massasauga was killed at Cootes 
Paradise near Longwood Road, with 
the diagnostic photograph appearing 
in the Hamilton Spectator, on 16 Aug. 
1949. Martin (1950) dismissed this 
record based on origin as he wrote: "it 
no doubt arrived here by some means 
of transportation such as a railway". 
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This may be a correct interpretation 
of this record, as rattlesnakes had not 
been seen at this location for man y 
years despite the fact that it was 
heavily travelled being adjacent to a 
large city. 

Martin (1950), in his preamble to 
the herpetofauna of Wentworth 
County, stated that "the poisonous 
snakes have been destroyed to the 
point of extinction"; however, Martin 
only wrote about the Timber 
Rattlesnake of being of former 
occurrence and he does not mention 
whether the Massasauga was once 
resident. 

G.W. North (pers. comm, to 
Francis & Campbell 1983) reported 
that a Massasauga Rattlesnake was 
observed in the Hamilton area in 


1952. However, no other details of 
this record are available and it is 
possible that it refers to the 1949 
specimen. Francis and Campbell 
(1983) also stated that residents of the 
Six Nations I. R. (Tuscarora) 
reportedly collected Massasaugas; 
however, no other details or 
references are provided. 

The most recent record of a 
rattlesnake for the HSA is from the 
Beverly Sparrow Field 
(Flamborough). Here, a rattlesnake 
reported as a Massasauga, was killed 
by a landowner in May of 1976 
(Tobias & Eagles 1977). Apparently 
the landowner was familiar with Milk 
Snakes and carefully noted the 
presence of a rattle. However, the 
specimen was not preserved or 


photographed and the record remains 
unsubstantiated. It is possible that a 
Milk Snake was heard "rattling" as it 
vibrated its tail, and was thus 
mistaken for a rattlesnake. 

In summary, the actual historical 
status of the Eastern Massasauga in 
the HSA will never be known; 
however, it seems certain that it was 
a former resident. In any event, sadly, 
it is certainly gone now. © 

Re-printed from The Reptiles and 
Amphibians of the Hamilton Area by 
William G. Lamond. Published by 
HNC 1994. 



The 1994 Fisherville Christmas Bird Count 

By John Miles 

The 1994 Fisherville Christmas bird count was held on January 2, 1995. The two weeks preceding the Fisherville CBC 
were above normal with almost early April-like weather. On count day, winter returned with gusto. The temperature started 
to fall shortly after midnight until it reached the lower 20’s F. where it remained all day. The temperature combined with 
a steady west wind of 30-40 mph produced a wind chill that seemed like -30 F. 

The strong winds made it impossible to listen for owls at many of the wood lots resulting in low owl totals this year. 
Many cavity roosting birds such as woodpeckers, nuthatches and even Kestrels did not seem to venture out, resulting in 
record low counts of these species. Other species such as Cardinals remained under cover and were hard to find. 

In the field, during the day, there were 35 observers in 15-19 parties who had come from as far as Bowmanville in 
the East, Wiarton in the North and Delhi in the West to take part. They searched the towns and country side for every thing 
they could find. Thirteen feeder watchers also contributed to the cause. The final tally was 22,144 individuals of 80 
species. 

Noteworthy birds found on the count included an adult Bald Eagle flying over downtown Cayuga and two Tundra 
Swans near Peacock Point. The count's first Yellow-rumped Warbler was found north of the Taquanyah Nature Centre 
in a hawthorn thicket. 
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Other species found for the first time on this count included 2 Double-crested Cormorants at Peacock Pint, two Mute 
Swans at Selkirk Provincial Park, and finally, a total of 3 Pileated Woodpeckers were found in the count circle this year. 

Despite spending a tough birding day, when many expected species were hard to find or were not found at all, most 
birders had a good day. They left for home looking forward to improving the count for their area on the 1995 count which 
is scheduled to take place on Saturday, December 23, 1995. 

The following is the Fisherville 1994 Christmas Bird Count: 

42°50'N 79°50'W center at jet. Haldimand-Norfolk Regional Rd. 12 and 5th cone. Town of Haldimand to include 
Fisherville, Balmoral, Cayuga, Selkirk, Clanbrassil, Kohler and Nelles Comers. Jan 2; 12:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Temp 22° 
to 30° F. Wind W 20-40 mph. No snow cover. Still water frozen. Moving water open. A.M partly cloudy with snow 
showers. P.M. partly clear. Observers: 35 in field in 15-19 parties (non-owling) plus 13 at feeders (40 hours); 16.5 hours 
and 208 miles owling. Total party-hours 129; party miles 809; 53.75 hours and 56 miles on foot; 75.25 hours and 753 
miles by car. 

Horned Grebe 1; Double-crested Cormorant 2: Great Blue Heron 5; Tundra Swan 2: Mute Swan 2; Snow Goose (white 
form) 2; Canada Goose 802; American Black Duck 87; Mallard 542; Canvasback CW; Redhead 7' Greater Scaup 6688 : 
Lesser Scaup 10; White-winged Scoter 8; Common Goldeneye 180; Bufflehead 509; Common Merganser 230; Red- 
breasted Merganser 4; Bald Eagle 1 (1 ad); Northern Harrier 69; Sharp-shinned Hawk 1; Cooper's Hawk 1; Northern 
Goshawk 1; Red-tailed Hawk 239; Rough-legged hawk 27; buteo, sp. 2; American Kestrel 52; Ring-necked Pheasant 1; 
Ruffed Grouse 6; Wild Turkey 7; Killdeer CW; Bonaparte's Gull 396; Ring-billed Gull 370; Herring Gull 712; Glaucous 
Gull 2; Great Black-backed Gull 72; gull, sp. 31; Rock Dove 304; Mourning Dove 302; Eastern Screech Owl 26; Great 
Homed Owl 10; Long-eared Owl 18; Short-eared Owl 19; Red-headed Woodpecker 2; Red-bellied Woodpecker 9; Downy 
Woodpecker 40; Hairy Woodpecker 14; Northern (Yellow-shafted) Flicker 19; Pileated Woodpecker 3; Homed Lark 124; 
Blue Jay 219: American Crow 138; Black-capped Chickadee 327; Tufted Titmouse 3; Red-breasted Nuthatch 2; White¬ 
breasted Nuthatch 38; Brown Creeper 14; Winter Wren 2; Golden-crowned Kinglet 37; Rubv-crowned Kinglet 1 eastern 
Bluebird 8; American Robin 6; Northern Mockingbird 2; Cedar Waxwing 13; Northern Shrike 5; European Starling 4461; 
Yell ow-rumpgd. (Myrtle) Warbler 1: Northern Cardinal 68; American Tree Sparrow 396; Field Sparrow 18; Song Sparrow 
19; Swamp Sparrow 6; White-throated Sparrow 3; White-crowned Sparrow 2; sparrow, sp. 3; Dark-eyed (Slate-colored) 
Junco 219; Lapland Longspur 18; Snow bunting 90; Red-winged Blackbird 18; Common Grackle 1; Brown-headed 
Cowbird 80; Purple finch 3; House Finch 633; American Goldfinch 218; House Sparrow 3111. 

Total: 80 species; 22,144 individuals. 

Participants: Compiler - John Miles, P.O. Box 449, Jarvis ON N0A 1J0. Roy Baker, John Barker, Colin Bell, Eleanor 
Bell, Rinchen Boardman, Shona Brown, Randy Carter, Hugh Currie, Floyd Deiter, John Dickie, Rick Dowson, Gerald 
Duncan, Gloria Emery, Dave Gascoigne, Janet Gififord, Roger Gifford, Jerry Guild, Mark Jennings, Joe Johnson, Barry 
Jones, William Lamond, Vivian Machen, Jim Mathieson, Sandra Mathieson, Sandra Maxwell, Hugh McArthur, Kevin 
McLaughlin, Jamie Miles, John Miles, Dave Milsum, Fred Moerschfelder, Annamarie Mutch, Don Perks, George Pond, 
Shirley Pond, Lina Radziunas, Shirley Richert, Kayo Roy, A1 Sandilands, Neil Sandilands, Jim Smith, Terrie Smith, Brian 
Stewart, Joanne Stewart, Mike Street, Ron Tasker, Bob Vick, Randy Wilson, (Taquanyah Nature Centre). ® 


Volunteers Needed 

By Lyn Hanna-Folkes 


Help is needed with the projects 
listed. Most of them are temporary 
and require a very reasonable amount 


of time and effort. Help your Club 
today - we need you. If you would 
like to participate, please call 
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Lyn Hanna-Folkes, Education 
Director, 905-648-1945 and express 
your interest. 

1. Volunteers are needed to 
write short articles for the 
Wood Duck about interesting 
nature experiences, interesting 
facts about plants or animals 
and the like. 

2. We need someone to keep the 
Wood Duck up-to-date on 
Education Committee and 
Plant Study Group activities. 

This would only require 
occasional phone calls and a 
little writing for the Wood 
Duck. 

3 The Club occasionally gets a 
request from an 
environmental group for 
support for their cause (three 
such requests were received 
in 1994). The cause is 
investigated so that the Club 
can make an opinion; the 
matter is brought to the 
Executive Committee or 
presented at a Club Monthly 
Meeting; and then a letter 
and/or petition is written. 

Club members have shown 
strong support with petitions 
in the past, and yes, these 
letters make a big difference 
to decision makers! If you 
would like to help, please 
call. 

4. Who likes gardening? We 
need someone to start 
working on a general 
maintenance calendar for 
schools that have planted 
natural vegetation in their 


5. We also need photographers 
and writers to visit schools 
that have done naturalization 
projects. We need better 
pictures, particularly of 
students interacting with the 
natural areas that have been 
created at schools. Articles 
would also be great so we 
can leam more about: what 
the students, teachers and 
neighbours think; which 
plants survive the best; what 
problems are they tackling 
and what solutions have 
worked well; exactly what 
changes have been made in 
the school grounds; and how 
do the teachers use the school 
ground naturalization for 
educating students about 
nature: The list is endless and 
these articles would be very 
interesting and newsworthy. 

6. We need volunteers to put 
various slide shows together. 

7. Would someone like to keep 
and gradually add to the 
Spooky Hollow Addition 
inventory in progress? Much 
of the work to put it into 
some kind of pamphlet form 
has been done. This would be 
a good job for someone with 
access to a Macintosh 
computer. 

8. A volunteer to write and 
submit short information 
tidbits for a newsletter that is 
distributed to schools would 
be appreciated as well. For 
example, the information 


might be a free source for a 
resource that schools may 
need for a naturalization 
project (i.e. free woodchips 
are available, for schools 
only, from Complete Tree 
Service in Carlisle if you 
pick-up, they will load). Lyn 
always has this type of 
information to distribute but 
needs someone to take on the 
responsibility of writing it up 
and getting it into a 
newsletter or magazine (i.e. 
Green Teacher) on time. 

9. If you want to plant tree 
seedlings or flowers this 
summer in Flamborough with 
the HRCA you can also call 
Lyn Hanna-Folkes 905-648- 
1945 or Bruce Duncan 905- 
648-4427 ex 133. 

If you have volunteered by 
putting your name on a list and have 
not heard from us, please call and 
express your interest. Sometimes we 
can't get hold of people over the 
phone and we make many calls; so 
don't be shy - call us. Your continued 
help is what makes our Club run 
efficiently. We don’t say it often 
enough - you are our most valuable 
asset and are appreciated very much! 
A huge thank you to all of our 
volunteers! & 
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Classroom 
Botanical Nursery 
Program 

As part of remediation efforts 
taking place in the Hamilton Harbour 
watershed, plantings are taking place 
to restore damaged ecosystems. This 
year plants will be needed to help 
restore Cootes Paradise marsh, re¬ 
establish native prairies, and help 
stabilize stream banks. 

The plants need to be started 
indoors to be ready for planting. The 
indoor space and the effort required to 
get these plants started are both in 
short supply. We are asking for 
classrooms to help growing the plants. 

The Bay Area Restoration Council 
(BARC) is organizing this program 
with assistance from the McMaster 
University Ecoresearch Program, the 
Royal Botanical Gardens, and the 
Hamilton Region Conservation 
Authority. If you would like to 
participate in this program, please 
send the following information: 
name; school and school board; 
phone; number of classrooms that 
■want to plant aquatic plants or 
prairie plants to: 

Brock Dickinson 
Bay Area Restoration 
Council 

Life Sciences Building, 
Room 329 

McMaster University 
Hamilton, ON 
L8S 4K1 

Seeds from both aquatic and 
prairie species have been collected 
locally from suitable habitats. The 
seeds are currently being stored under 


conditions that will prepare them for 
germination. The seeds, materials for 
planting, and instructions will be 
packaged into kits for the classrooms. 

BARC will hold three 
instructional sessions in February or 
March where the planting kits can be 
picked up. The seeds should be 
planted after the March break. You 
will also be notified about the 
locations and times where the 
seedlings can be dropped off in early 
to mid June (there will be multiple 
drop off times set). 

We need volunteers to sign up for 
this program so that we will know 
how many kits to prepare, and so that 
we can contact you with the 
information on the meetings. Thanks 
in advance for your help. 



Help Wanted 

The HNC Board of Directors is 
looking for someone to fill the 
position of Volunteer Co-ordinator . 
Duties would include organizing the 
volunteer lists; calling volunteers for 
specific projects; re-designing the 
volunteer request form. As this is a 


new position, the person filling it will 
have the opportunity to develop their 
own ideas. If you are interested and 
require more information, please 
contact any member of the board 


Conservation/Education 

Column 

by Brian McHattie and 
Lyn Hanna-Folkes 

Each month, the HNC 
Conservation/Education study group 
will bring you a report of our 
progress towards making Hamilton- 



Environ- 
menralist 
f the Year 
Nominations 

Nominees for the 
16th annual 
Environmentalist of the year awards 
are being sought. The awards will 
include the Dr. Victor Cecilioni 
Award (1994 Environmentalist of the 
Year), Awards of Merit, and Youth 
Recognition Awards for 

Environmental Leadership. The 
awards will be presented at the annual 
Environmentalists of the Year Award 
dinner on June 5, 1995. Nominees 
must have made their contribution in 
the regional municipality of Hamilton- 
Wentworth. Nominations must be 
submitted by April 10, 1995. For 
additional information or nomination 
forms contact John Struger 547-5116. 
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Wentworth a better place for nature. 
We will fill you in on our successful 
monthly study group meetings and 
highlight some of the activities that 
volunteers are undertaking. In 
addition, we will describe two feature 
projects that need the passion of HNC 
volunteers to move them ahead. 

Monthly Study Group Meeting Report 
Thirteen people were entertained and 
inspired by listening to a presentation 
by Pat Cameron, a Hamilton area 
teacher, who has implemented 
schoolyard naturalization in both 
inner-city and rural schools. Assisted 
by Lyn Hanna-Folkes, Pat provided 
the group with a tried and true 
strategy for turning any schoolyard 
into a natural place where butterflies 
and birds abound (yes, even in 
downtown Hamilton!), and an outdoor 
classroom for students while 
providing a beautiful setting that does 
much to influence the surrounding 
neighbourhood. Do you know of a 
school that would be keen on trying 
to naturalize their schoolyard? Call 
Lyn and she will help you present 
the idea. 

The February Study Group meeting 
(Feb. 27, Rasberry House, 7:30 P.M.) 
will feature a peregrine falcon expert, 
Nancy Mahoney from the Canadian 
Wildlife Service. Nancy will explain 
how the HNC can become involved in 
the Great Lakes-wide peregrine nest 
box program (for more info on this 
project see the January Wood Duck). 

Conservation /Education Volunteer 
Activities 

• John Hannah has met with the 
McMaster University Biology 
dept, to see if we can encourage 
students to focus their research on 


questions about H-W natural areas 
and species. John is also 
involved in the Red Hill Creek 
and West Harbourfront 
Development Study issues. 

• Ute Metchner is meeting with the 
Hamilton Harbour Remedial 
Action Plan coordinator and the 
Waterfront Regeneration Trust in 
an attempt to arrange a round 
table meeting with other partners 
to discuss the future of the 
Windermere Basin/E as tport area. 

• Sean Morley is playing a key 
communications role. Sean is 
meeting with local libraries to 
ensure they have all of the recent 
HNC publications available for 
public use, looking at a 
circulation strategy for the 
popular Naturally Hamilton 
booklet, and making sure all local 
media receive a copy of our 
informative Wood Duck 
newsletter. He is also interested 
in organizing the Club's slide 
library, investigating the 
possibility of producing slide- 
video presentations, and meeting 
with Cable 14 to investigate 
possibilities there. 

Feature Volunteer Opportunities 
FLAP - Fatal Light Attraction 
Project 

During migration, office towers with 
all of their lights on, each evening 
claim the lives of many migrating 
birds who are drawn like a magnet to 
the brightness. FLAP, a Toronto- 
based group has developed a project 
to educate building owners on the 
issue and to rescue birds from the 
pavements below the buildings, 
releasing birds that are only stunned. 


Is this a problem in Hamilton? 

• Call Rob Tonus of FLAP 416- 
739-4714 to get more info on the 
program. Take a trip downtwon 
and determine which buildings 
might present a problem (perhaps 
starting with the Ellen Fairclough 
provincial government building 
and/or Stelco Tower). Find out 
who manages those buildings and 
make contact with them to begin 
the education program required to 
get them to turn off their lights, 
at least during migration (obvious 
energy savings as well, benefiting 
the environment and their 
pocketbooks). If a problem 
exists, we could target Migratory 
Bird Day as kickoff day for a 
campaign. 

Town of Ancaster starts on an 
Official Plan Review 

Each municipality in Ontario must 
prepare and keep current an official 
plan (OP). Following the finalization 
of the Regional OP, and with a new 
provincial Planning Act (expected 
March 1, 1995) in the o ffin g, 

Ancaster is acting to bring their 
planning policies up to date. As 
many of you know, HNC involvement 
in the Regional OP through the Task 
Force on Sustainable Development 
and the Natural Ares Inventory lead 
to much stronger protection of natural 
areas. Many of these natural areas 
are within the Town of Ancaster. 

• work on a HNC team with Brian 
McHattie to provide input to 
Town planners on new OP 
policies 

To get involved with these projects, 
or to share your ideas please contact 
Brian 627-3499 or Lyn 648-1945. 


page 75 


The Wood Duck 


February 1995 



Red Binders 

A Reminder to 
Former Members 
of the HNC 
Board of 
Directors. 


Each Director of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club used to be provided 
with a binder upon assuming office. 
Over the years, some of the binders 
have gone missing. Anyone having 
one of these "Red Books" is asked to 
contact Brian Burgon at 905-648- 
6153 so that it may be put into the 
hands of a current Board member. 


Adopt a tree 
in the 

Red Hill Valley! 

By Brian McHattie 
and Jocelyn Neysmith 
The Friends of Red Hill Valley have 
surveyed this fantastic natural area for 
its many special trees in continuing 
efforts to stop the expressway. Now, 
you can adopt a tree by choosing 
from among 18 different tree species, 
including some Carolinian species! 

For a $10 donation to the Friends 
of Red Hill Valley, you will 
receive a personalized certificate of 
adoption detailing: 

• your chosen tree's common and 
Latin names 

• a silhouette of your tree species 

• your tree’s height, diameter and 
approximate age 

Adopt one tree and your contribution 


will help protect the many others that 
make the Red Hill Valley such a 
splendid forest environment. Why 
plant vulnerable young tree seedlings 
when there are mature native trees 
already functioning as integral 
components of Red Hill's forest 
ecosystem? 

A display on the Red Hill Valley 
featuring your opportunity to adopt a 
tree will be featured at the February 
HNC Club Meeting. 

Support the Friends of Red 
Hill!! 


Blrding at 
Point 
P e 1 e e 
National 
Park 

Monday, May 
15-May 21 The weekday part of the 
group camping trip has been 
cancelled, and those planning to 
group-camp that week should make 
their own arrangements. However, the 
weekend trip arriving Friday 19th and 
leaving Sunday 21st is still on, subject 
to a poll of interest. 

Parks Canada are shifting the costs to 
the user to recover full costs of group 
camping. Parks Canada are expected 
to make a final decision by March 
this year. Proposed group camping 
fees for adults almost doubles to 
$6,50 per night. The park entrance fee 


will be about $4 per adult per day 
which will also apply to cyclists and 
pedestrians. For family or group rates, 
the proposed fees are about $12 daily 
for up to 5 individuals, and about $50 
annually for up to 5 individuals. 
Seniors and students will pay less. 

Now for the HNC week-end trip, the 
cost per individual will be set at about 
$15 each regardless of nights camped. 
Those interested should either contact 
Pierre Arnold 648-2519 or Frank 
Morley 575-0668; numbers will have 
to be known no later than mid-March. 
New campers with HNC are provided 
with a detailed information package in 
April. 


Jobs at 
Algonquin 
Provincial 
Park 

Job opportunities 
are available in 
Visitor Services. In 1995, there are 
two seasonal job categories, with a 
possible 18 positions, in Visitor 
Services at Algonquin Park: Park 
Naturalist and Museum Technician. 
Requests for an application form 
and/or more information should be 
directed to: Park Naturalist, Ministry 
of Natural Resources, Box 219, 
Whitney, ON KOJ 2M0. Telephone: 
613-637-2828. Final application 
date: February 24, 1995. 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, February 13, 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 


Medicinal Plants 

Keith Stelling 


Monday, March 13, 8 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd. West 
Burlington 

Bird Nests and Nesting 

George Peck 


Monday, February 20, 7:30 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: RBG Nature Centre, 
Arboretum, 

Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to leam 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature; 
- Robert Dawson - identifying Ruff & 
Curlew Sandpipers - Roy King - Birds in 
Kenya 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Thursday, February 23, 7:30 p.m. 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Gage Park Depot, 

(near Greenhouses), 

Hamilton. 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and learn more 
about this fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

- Lois Evans - Arctic flora 

Organizers: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 

April Severin 577-9277 


Monday January 23, 7:30 p.m. 

Conservation/Education 
Study Group 

Location: Rasbeny House 
RBG Arboretum 
Old Guelph Rd. 

Dundas 

Follow signs to Rasberry House 
Are you interested in learning how to 
protect and educate people about natural 
areas? Have fun learning with usl This 
group meets monthly to discuss topics 
relating to the protection and 
rehabilitation of natural areas. An 
informative presentation and question and 
answer period take place at each meeting 
followed by a discussion of issues that 
participatns are actively working on. This 
is the place to bring your ideas for new 
and better strategies to protect nature. 
The month will feature: 

- Nancy Mahoney - Perigrin Falcon 
nesting box program 

Organizer: Brian McHattie 905-627- 
3499 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday February 12 9:30 a.m. 

Winter Wildlife 

Join our search for the winter inhabitants 
of our area. Meet at Cherry Hill Gate on 
Plains Road West in Burlington. 

Leader: Brian Wylie 627-4601 

March 1 to May 15 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 
This hawkwatch is conducted at Beamer 
Memorial Conservation Area on Ridge 
Rd. above the escarpment in Grimsby. It 
is one of the best spring viewing spots for 
migrant hawks in Ontario. Counters are 
on hand daily. The better days are when 
winds are southerly. No guarantees. 
Contact: Mike Street 648-3737 

Sunday April 9 1:30 p.m. 

Spring Flight 

The last few springs have seen good 
flights of Red-throated Loons through our 
area. Meet at RBG headquarters. 

Leader: Rob Dobos 519-888-0553 


The January WOOD DUCK was 
assembled and mailed by: 


Sheila Forbes 
Jo Harschnitz 
Norm and Mary Pomfret 
Norm and Marge Ralston 
Barbara and Ian Reid 
Doris Rundle 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 
Phyllis Vair 

Thanks everyone! 



HNC Board of Directors 
1994-95 

Executive 

President: 

Margaret Walton 627-7361 

Vice-President: 

Brian Burgon 648-6153 

Secretary: 

Lina Radziunas 765-8980 

Treasurer: 

Betty Blashill 664-8796 

Directors 
Past President: 

John Stniger 547-5116 

Membership: 

Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

Conservation: 

Brian McHattie 627-3499 

Education: 

Lyn Harma-Folkes 648-1945 

Program: 

Paul Charlebois 634-5541 

Field Events: 

Brian Wylie 627-4601 

Wood Duck Editor: 

Jean Stollard 634-3538 

Publicity: 

Roslynne Price 681-2276 

Social: 

Doris Rundle 561-8333 

Sanctuary: 

John Fischer Days 336-4961 
Evenings 643-3837 

Co-ordinators 
and Representatives 
Jr. Nats Co-ordinator: 

Roslynne Price 681-2276 

Volunteer Co-ordinator: 

Position vacant 
Mailing Co-ordinator: 

Norm Ralston 383-1397 

FON Representative: 

Lois Evans 545-8171 
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THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times a year September to May, inclusive, by 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
Westdale P.O. Box 89052 
Hamilton, ON 
L8S 4R5 

Editor: Jean Stollard 

457-7 Woodview Rd, 

Burlington, ON 
L7N 2Z9 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the HNC and is produced by 
volunteer members of the Club. THE WOOD DUCK is produced on Word Perfect 
6.0b in IBM format. Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month 
preceding publication date. Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit 
lines must be included. Opinions expressed in THE WOOD DUCK are those of the 
author and do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or the HNC. 

THE HNC promotes public interest in the study, conservation and appreciation of 
our natural heritage. Meetings are held monthly Sept-May inclusive and field events 
are scheduled throughout the year, The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is a registered 
charity and all donations above the regular membership fee are tax deductible. 

SEND noteworthy bird records to: Rob Dobos, 178 Cedarbrae Ave. Waterloo, 

ON N2S 4L3 

THE WOOD DUCK is printed on re-cycled paper, 












